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ABOUT THE WOMEN'S FUND OF CENTRAL INDIANA 

WHY A WOMEN'S FUND IS NEEDED 

Many of society's problems fall disproportionately on women and girls: 
• Nearly two-thirds of all poor families are headed by women alone. 
• In Marion County, 21,000 women are abused in domestic relationships each year. 
• In 1991, 40% of ninth-grade girls had considered suicide compared with 20% of boys. 

Women and girls have always acted on these issues, and other problems society has faced, as 
volunteers in the community, church and government. Their leadership has been an essential 
part of public and civic life in Indiana. 

Yet, flexible philanthropic resources focused in direct ways on the needs, interests and 
enthusiasms of women and girls in our region have been limited. The women of central Indiana 
must be more actively engaged in resource development and philanthropic leadership. At a time 
when the financial capacity of women is growing so dramatically, the new Women's Fund of 
Central Indiana provides a bridge between need and ability. 

THE MISSION OF THE WOMEN'S FUND OF CENTRAL INDIANA 

The mission is to establish a new community-based permanent endowment. The income from 
this endowment will support programs that work to improve the conditions and opportunities for 
women and girls in central Indiana. The Women's Fund is created as a field of interest fund of 
The Indianapolis Foundation. 

Additionally, it will work to: 
• Educate the community about the needs of women and girls and the organizations which 

serve them. 
• Encourage philanthropic giving among women and facilitate the leadership of women in 

philanthropic decision-making bodies. 
• Encourage traditional funding sources to assign a higher priority to issues and concerns of 

women and girls. 



WHAT A WOMEN'SFUNDWJLLDO 

In canying out the mission, the Women's Fund will: 
• Focus on the development of an endowment for the benefit of women and girls. Income 

from this endowment will be distributed in the form of grants. 
• Provide grants to nonprofit organizations which provide programs and address issues relating 

to women and girls. The Fund will not operate programs directly. 
• Address the broad range of areas which affect women and girls including arts, culture, 

education, human services, poverty, civic engagement and health services. 

A HISTORY OF THE WOMEN'S FUND OF CENTRAL INDIANA 

Development of the Women's Fund of Central Indiana began in 1992 when representatives from 
initiatives which focused on women in leadership met informally. Early in the discussions, the 
lack of funds for programs that specifically addressed women's and girls' issues became apparent. 
The creation of a women's endowment was suggested as an important community response. 

Many of the women's funds around the country are independent organizations. But, it was felt 
i,trongly that a link with the Indianapolis Foundation would allow for greater focus on issues and 
programs rather than on management. 

During 1994 and 1995, the Fund leadership worked to articulate the fund's mission, developed a 
governance structure, conducted a needs assessment and designed asset development and 
community relations strategies. 

STRUCTURE 

The Women's Fund of Central Indiana is governed by a 24-member Advisory Board. This group 
works to develop the fund and will provide counsel to The Board of Trustees of the Indianapolis 
Foundation regarding the distribution of grant funds. The Advisory Board has three active 
committees: 
• Asset Development 
• Community Relations 
• Grants and Education. 



FINANCIAL GOALS 

An initial goal of raising $10 million in unrestricted endowment funds has been set for the 
Women's Fund. The Board of Trustees of the Indianapolis Foundation has issued a $1 million 
challenge grant. The Foundation will match $1 for every $3 contributed to the Women's Fund up 
to a total match of $1 million. The first $50,000 of any individual gift is eligible for the 
matching funds. After $4 million in principal has been acquired, the income generated from the 
fund will be distributed as grants to nonprofit organizations. 

How TO GIVE TO THE WOMEN'S FUND OF CENTRAL INDIANA 

There are many ways to make a financial contribution to the Women's Fund: 
• Gills of cash; one-time or over a three-year period 
• Gills of appreciated securities (including equity interests in closely-held businesses) or real estate. 
• Bequests or legacies from wills or living trusts. 
• Gills from retirement plans or insurance policies by designating "Womens Fund of The Indianapolis 

Foundation" as a beneficiary .. 
• Gills which provide income for life to one or more individuals. 
• Gills which provide income to the Womens Fund for several years, wi1h 1he corpus returned to finnily 

members or oilier heirs. 

Professional advisory services are available to interested donors. 

How TO GET INvOLVED WITH THE WOMEN'S FUND OF CENTRAL INDIANA 

The Fund's success depends on broad-based participation from the central Indiana community. 
Anyone with an interest in the lives of women and girls is welcome to be part of the Women's 
Fund. Ways in which an individual can be involved include: 
• Making a financial contribution of any size. 
• Serving on the Women's Fund Speakers Bureau. These individuals make presentations to 

various groups about the Women's Fund of Central Indiana. 
• Arranging for a presentation for your club, church group, colleagues or friends. 
• Volunteering for a committee. 



ABOUT THE INDIANAPOLIS FOUNDATION AND COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS 

The mission of The Indianapolis Foundation is to help where the needs are greatest. The 
Foundation was created in 1916 to help ensure the continuing improvement of the quality oflife 
in our community. Disbursement of earned income, in the form of grants, is made solely to 
nonprofit organizations which serve the social, physical, educational, civic and cultural needs of 
the community. 

A community foundation's central purpose is to serve the needs and philanthropic aims of donors 
who wish to better their community, now and in the future. Community foundations do this by 
providing donors with flexible, efficient, and tax-effective means to ensure their charitable giving 
achieves the greatest possible impact. Because these contributions are endowed, they are never 
spent. Instead, they are permanently invested to produce income to help meet a community's 
evolving needs. 
















































































































































































